
AGEING & CLASSIFICATION OF SHEEP – MARCH 2019 

Following Defra’s decision to not implement the planned change to ageing sheep using a calendar date, but to 

continue by dentition, please note that your prime and store sheep should be reported to AHDB in the 

following categories for accurate price reporting: 

Category  AHDB code Criteria  

New Seasons Lamb NSL Animals born or marketed within a year beginning the 1st 

January or born after the beginning of October in the year prior 

to marketing. 

Old Seasons Lamb         OSL Other clean sheep with no permanent incisor teeth erupted. 
 

Mature Sheep                MS Clean sheep with one or more permanent incisor teeth erupted. 

 

 

Both sheep and goats have a total of 32 teeth. They do not have any upper incisors. The dental 

formula for sheep and goats is as follows: 

0/4 incisors, 3/3 pre-molars, 3/3 molars. The first number in each formula represents how many sets 

of teeth are on the upper jaw; the second number indicates how many sets of teeth are on the lower 

jaw. For example, the 0/4 means that sheep/goats have no upper incisors, but have 4 sets of lower 

incisors (8 lower incisors in all). Most of the time the dental formula looks like this 2 (0/4 incisors, 3/3 

pre-molars, 3/3 molars) = 32. 

All baby sheep and goats are born with deciduous teeth (teeth that will fall out). Deciduous teeth are 

much smaller than permanent teeth. The deciduous teeth are replaced with permanent teeth as the 

animal ages. The following table outlines when the permanent teeth will appear or erupt:  

   

 

Above right: this is a diagram of the incisors associated with the lower jaw.  These incisors are the teeth that 

can easily be used to age an animal.  In this diagram all the incisors are permanent teeth. 

 

(Source: http://www.infovets.com/books/smrm/C/C015.htm 12.3.19) 

Permanent Tooth Eruption in Sheep and Goats 

Permanent tooth Age at Eruption 

Incisor (I1) 1-1.5 years  

Incisor (I2) 1.5-2 years 

Incisor (I3) 2.5-3 years 

Incisor (I4) 3.5-4 years 

Premolars 1.5-2 years 

Molar (M1) 3 months 

Molar (M2) 9-12 months 

Molar (M3) 1.5-2 years 



 

 

 

 

(Source: http://www.infovets.com/books/smrm/C/C015.htm 12.3.19) 



 

 

(Source: http://www.infovets.com/books/smrm/C/C015.htm 12.3.19) 

 

 

MORE IMAGES – NOTE IN PARTICULAR THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LAMB - YEARLING 

 

A LAMB IS BORN WITH 8 MILK TEETH AT THE FRONT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


